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Author Visit Presentations 
 
 
FROM IDEA TO BOOK: A Behind-the-Scenes Peak into the Publishing Process 
Grade Levels: 3-6 
Group Size:  Small Group (up to 60 students) or Large Group (up to 150 kids) 
Length: About an hour  
Room Set-up: Students should be on the floor, in chairs, or at desks with enough 
space to move past one another should I ask for volunteers. I will need a small/medium 
table for my visual aids and a bit of room to move around in front of the students. 
Additional Needs: None 
Description: In this presentation, I’ll tell the story of how Superstar became a book, 
from beginning sentences to publication and beyond. We’ll not only explore the writing 
process, but I’ll also tell stories from my own life that influenced different parts of the 
book. 

TURNING GOOD INTO BETTER: An Adventure in Revision 
Grade Levels: 3-6  
Group Size: Small Group ONLY (up to 60 kids) 
Length: About an hour  
Room Set-up: This is a WORKSHOP so students should either be at desks (multiple 
kids at the same desk is fine) or on the floor with a clipboard or other hard surface to 
write on. I will need a small table in front of the room, space on either side of the table 
for my large easels, and room to move around in front of the group.  
Additional Needs: Copies of revision material (which I will send two weeks in advance 
of my visit), pencils, a sheet of blank paper 
Description: Everywhere I go, teachers tell me their students hate revision. I’m on a 
mission to change that! To me, revision is the most exciting part of the writing process. 
In this workshop, we’ll explore what revision really is and learn various revision 
techniques as we work together to revise a piece I wrote when I was a kid.  

 

 

THE CHARACTER JAR: The Secret to Creating Great Characters 
Grade Levels: 4-6  
Group Size: Small Group (up to 60 students) or Large Group (up to 150 kids) 
Length: About an hour  
Room Set-up: Students should be on the floor, in chairs, or at desks with enough 
space to move past one another should I ask for volunteers. I will need a medium/large 
table (a standard rectangular table should work fine), space on either side of the table 
for my large easels, and room to move around in front of the group.  
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Additional Needs: None 
Description: Creating believable characters is one of the most important (and hardest) 
parts of writing fiction. In this presentation, we’ll use a jar as a metaphor for character 
to help students visualize and explore the character creation process. I’ll also share my 
own secret method for making my characters feel like real people.  

 

AUTHOR CHATS: Reading/Q&A Sessions 
Grade Levels: 3-6  
Group Size: Small Group (up to 60 kids) works best, but can be adapted for a 
Medium/Large Group (up to 120 kids) if necessary 
Length: About 30 minutes 
Room Set-up: Any! The cozier and quieter, the better! 
Additional Needs: None 
Description: During these informal chats, I will read the first two chapters of Superstar 
aloud to the group. Then, students will have an opportunity to ask me as many 
questions as they’d like (and as time allows). The questions can be about me, my 
book, my other writing, writing in general, or anything else they think I might have the 
answer to. It might be a good idea to have students think about questions ahead of 
time so we can make the most of our short time together.  
 

VIDEO VISITS: Virtual Reading/Q&A Sessions 
Grade Levels: 3-6  
Group Size: Small Group (1-2 classes, up to 60 kids)  
Length: About 30 minutes 
Room Set-up: Any arrangement that allows all the kids to see me and have access to 
the mic and camera during our chat. 
Additional Needs: Computer/other video conferencing tech with mic, camera, and 
Skype software. Teacher/contact should have a Skype account (which is free to 
create). 
Description: During these informal chats, I will welcome you (virtually) into my “library” 
and “Superstar mini-museum” which is where I keep some of my favorite books and 
the Superstar memorabilia I’ve collected over the years. During our visit, I’ll read the 
first two chapters from Superstar aloud to the group. Then, students will have the 
opportunity to ask me as many questions as they’d like (and as time allows). The 
questions can be about me, my book, my other writing, writing in general, or anything 
else they think I might have the answer to. It might be a good idea to have students 
think about questions ahead of time so we can make the most of our short time 
together.  


