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Mandy is a rockstar! She 
kept my students engaged 
for the whole hour.

 - Emily Ahlfeld -
Elementary School Teacher

In her presentations, 
Mandy shares her passion 
for reading, writing, and 
allowing children to 
believe in themselves. 

- Kristin Sager -
Media Specialist/Librarian

Mandy is a wonderful role 
model for our writers. She 
proved to our learners 
what persistence and hard 
work can accomplish.

- Mindy Gerard -
Middle School Teacher

Every day,
I write stories about kids—normal kids—kids with their own strengths and 
flaws, their own struggles and secrets, their own pain and triumphs. Kids, 
who against all odds, must somehow find their way. These are the kids I write 
about because, when I was a teacher, these were the kids I knew. These are 
the kids we all know, aren’t they? These are the kids we all were.
 

Figuring out who we are and how we fit into this world is a human struggle, a 
right of passage that we all share. And for so many of us, stories were a big 
part of how we made it through. Some of us wrote them. Others read them. 
Either way, we’ve witnessed their powerful effect on our lives (and on the 
lives of others.)

You know that moment when a young writer finally finds her voice? Or when 
the right book finds its way into the right kid’s hands at exactly the right time? 
Words can be life changing. We know this. I think that’s why so many of us 
have chosen paths that allow us to share stories with young people—paths 
where every day, through the magic of words, we have the power to...

make a difference. 



Superstar by Mandy Davis
a novel for kids ages 8-12 (and the adults who love them)

Meet Lester. His astronaut dad died on a space 
mission. His grieving mom decided to homeschool 
him instead of sending him to school. But Lester 
didn’t mind. He loved their quiet, little life. Now, 
Lester must enter public school for the first time 
as a fifth grader. It’s loud, confusing, and nothing 
like his school research says it’s going to be. 
Lester also has autism. But you don’t know this 
yet, and neither does he. All Lester knows is that 
everything is changing, and nothing—even the 
Superman action figure in his pocket—can make 
him feel any better about it...until he hears about 
the science fair.

It’s not always about what you can do. 
Sometimes, who you are 
matters a whole lot more. 

A Kirkus Reviews BEST BOOK OF 2017
Oklahoma Sequoyah Book Award Nominee (2019)

HarperCollins, ISBN: 9780062377777

Young Hoosier Book Award Nominee (2019-2020)
Indiana Too-Good-To-Miss Read Aloud (2019)

SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL 
Genuine, emotionally engaging characters.

KIRKUS REVIEWS (starred)
Lester’s first person narratiave is honest and pure. 

PUBLISHERS WEEKLY (starred)
Offers powerful insight into living with autism.

BOOKPAGE
Bound to become an award-winning favorite. 
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I believe that stories have the power 
to shape a young person’s view of the world, 

to affect them in deep and immeasurable ways. 
I hope, in some small way, that my 

author visits will do the same.

Before becoming an author, Mandy was a classroom 
teacher for six years. She taught every grade level,  first 
through sixth, except for fifth, which oddly enough is the 

grade level she writes about in her first book 
Superstar (HarperCollins, 2017). 

Mandy holds a BA in Education from Purdue 
University and an MFA in Writing for Children & 
Young Adults from Hamline University, where she 
won an award for her critical thesis The Way to 
the Chair: Zen and the Practice of Writing.  

She now spends most of her time working on 
her next book and speaking at schools just like 
yours. In addition to the fiction she writes for kids, 
Mandy also writes personal essays for a more 

grown-up audience. You can find a selection of these 
essays and her accompanying photography on her blog 
at mandydavis.com/blog.
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